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SCIENCE FICTION
ARMADA BY ERNEST CLINE IL 9-ADULT PUB DATE 2015
When Zack Lightman looks out the classroom window of his high school and sees an alien spaceship straight out of his favorite video game 
“Armada,” he thinks he might be losing his mind. But it soon becomes clear what he sees is all too real, and it will take the gaming skills 
of this awkward, science-fiction obsessed teen with anger issues, along with millions of gamers worldwide, to save the earth from an alien 
invasion. Author “Cline’s sly, mind-twisting premise and energetically depicted and electrifying high-tech battles make for smart, frenetic, and 
satisfying entertainment” (BL).

NOTES:

HUNTER BY MERCEDES LACKEY IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
Long ago, the Otherworld and ours collided. The barriers were destroyed, and monsters from the collective well of human mythology and 
nightmare began terrorizing. Centuries later, the magical and highly skilled Hunters have finally managed to create safe, enclosed communities 
where civilization has started up again. However, not all is well in the capitol of Apex City. Joyeaux “Joy” Charmand has proved herself one 
of the best Hunters in the land, and when she is taken to Apex, she uncovers a dangerous conspiracy to lull the citizens into a false sense 
of security in the name of entertainment. If Joy cannot open their eyes, all that she has worked for will be lost. “Captivating, dynamic, well-
paced, and thrilling” (KIRK).

NOTES:

ILLUMINAE BY AMIE KAUFMAN IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
Kady meets Ezra in the morning in order to break up with him, but that quickly becomes the least of their worries. Rival corporations BeiTech 
Industries and the Wallace/Ulyanov Consortium decide to start a war over an illegal mine on their planet that morning, too. Kady and Ezra 
escape onto separate evacuation ships and find themselves on a months-long journey to outrun a pursuing dreadnought. Kady uses her 
time to hack her ship’s computer systems in order to talk to Ezra, and in the process uncovers even more dangers facing the evacuees, like a 
computer virus that may end the journey too soon. “Ambitious, heartbreaking, and out-of-this-world awesome” (KIRK).

NOTES:

INK AND BONE BY RACHEL CAINE IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
In an alternate, futuristic world in which the Library of Alexandria was never lost, the Great Library rules every city; and while it delivers the 
knowledge of the greatest works of history instantly to mobile devices, physical book ownership is expressly forbidden—which puts Jesse 
Brightwell and his family of black market book sellers in a tight spot, especially when Jesse begins training to work for the Library. To the 
Library, knowledge is worth more than any human life— including Jesse’s. “Fans of Harry Potter will delight in this new series” (VOYA).

NOTES:

LEVELLER BY JULIA DURANGO IL 7-10 PUB DATE 2015
Teen Nixy Bauer works as a bounty hunter, retrieving kids from the addictive virtual reality game MEEP. Nixy scores the ultimate gig when he 
is hired to retrieve Wyn Salvador, the son of the game’s billionaire developer, but Nixy quickly discovers that this is no ordinary job—Wyn has 
left behind a suicide note and a strange series of clues suggesting that he is actually being held captive. “A perfect blend that will appeal to 
a wide variety of ages while not limiting its audience to gamers, the book should be on the short list of purchases for libraries everywhere” 
(VOYA).

NOTES:

ROOK BY SHARON CAMERON IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Eight hundred years into the future, a revolution against the aristocratic regime is unfolding in the Sunken City, formerly known as Paris 
centuries ago. Villainous Chief of Security LeBlanc is determined to send all rebels to the guillotine, but before the prisoners can lose their 
heads, they are rescued by a mysterious savior known only as Red Rook, for the red-tipped feather the hero leaves behind in their empty cells. 
It turns out that the Red Rook is actually 18-year-old Sophia Bellamy, who is facing a loveless marriage to René, the silly and superficial cousin 
of LeBlanc. But on the eve of the wedding, Sophia discovers that René has a secret identity as well— one that will make her own mission 
more interesting and more dangerous. “For fans of historical adventure featuring intrepid heroines, it just does not get any better” (VOYA).

NOTES:
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SCORPION RULES BY ERIN BOW IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
In the future, the United Nations’ ruling A.I., Talis, brings back a barbarous ancient practice in a last effort to keep the world from war: The 
children of the world’s leaders are held hostage, and if any nation makes war on another, they will pay with the lives of their children. Greta, 
Crown Princess of the Pan Polar Confederacy, is one of the peace hostages. If her nation does not go to war before she turns 18, Greta will 
go free. However, with the arrival of Elian, the new American hostage with a rebellious attitude, Greta’s eyes are opened to the injustices of 
her world, and she may just rebel herself. A “masterly story with a diverse cast, shocking twists, and gutpunching emotional moments” (PW).

NOTES:

FANTASY / HIGH FANTASY
BLACK WIDOW: FOREVER RED BY MARGARET STOHL IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
It’s been eight years since assassin Natasha Romanov saved eight-year-old Ava from being subjected to military experiments in the Ukraine. 
Placed under the protection of S.H.I.E.L.D. and trained in one of the organization’s spy-camps, Ava has since run away. When children in 
Eastern Europe begin to disappear, Natasha feels compelled to find Ava again, who might be the only one who can stop the mad man behind 
their disappearances. “Every aspect of this book is terrific, from the concrete details and rich language to the ... encounters with friends and 
enemies as the going gets rougher and deadlier. Here’s hoping for a sequel” (BL). 

NOTES:

COURT OF THORNS AND ROSES BY SARAH J MAAS IL 10-12 PUB DATE 2015
After Feyre, a 19-year-old huntress, slays a wolf in the forest bordering the faerie kingdom of Prythian, she is captured by a beast demanding 
retribution for her kill. Feyre soon realizes that her captor is Tamlin, an immortal faery determined to seek vengeance on the humans that have 
nearly destroyed his world. But as the days of Feyre’s captivity on Tamlin’s estate pass by, she finds herself becoming increasingly drawn to the 
darkly handsome and enigmatic Tamlin. And when a sinister evil moves in to threaten Tamlin and his world, Feyre finds that her allegiance is 
now to her faery captor, come what may. “Exquisitely developed, as is the sultry romance between Feyre and Tamlin. The end result … simply 
dazzles” (BL). 

NOTES:

CROWN’S GAME BY EVELYN SKYE IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Normally, only one enchanter is born at a time in this alternate 19th-century Russia, but when the tsar is threatened by both the Kazakhs and 
the Ottoman Empire, two enchanters surface to help—which means they will have to duel each other to the death in the Crown’s Game 
according to the laws of magic. Vika Andreyeva has the power to summon snow and turn ash into gold; Nikolai Karimov sees through walls 
and can conjure up bridges from thin air. When the two meet, they begin to fall for one another, but both realize that they will have to kill the 
other if they want to survive in their harsh world. “Wildly romantic, wholly immersive, and gloriously over-the-top” (KIRK).

NOTES:

DREAMSTRIDER BY LINDSAY SMITH IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Livia is a dreamstrider, meaning she can enter the dreamworld and inside it can take on any sleeping person’s body, which makes her an 
invaluable spy for the Barstadt Empire, even though she is still a part of the city’s untouchable class. When Livia and her dreamstrider partner, 
Brandt, uncover a plot against the Empire that could end both the waking and the dream worlds, Livia hopes to use the threat as a chance to 
advance her social station. However, the dreamworld’s forces of Nightmare are stirring up even worse trouble down the road. 

NOTES:

MANY LIVES OF JOHN STONE BY LINDA BUCKLEY-ARCHER IL 8-12 PUB DATE 2015
Stella Park, who prefers to be called Spark, finds summer work at Stowney House in Suffolk, England, working in the private archives of John 
Stone. When she arrives she is shocked at what she finds! No electricity, telephones, not even a washing machine? What kind of people live 
here? In the archives Spark receives her greatest shock yet when she discovers the private journals of John Stone, all written by the same hand, 
dating back from the present to an eyewitness account of life in King Louis XIV’s court. Could this man really be over 300 years old? And if so, 
what does he want with Spark? “Exceptionally well orchestrated and a simply magnificent story” (BL). 

NOTES:

Free cataloging, free processing, free shipping



ORPHAN QUEEN BY JODI MEADOWS IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
After her homeland is seized by the Indigo Kingdom, Princess Wilhelmina and the other noble descendants band together to infiltrate the 
invaders before deadly magical wraiths overtake the land. 

NOTES:

PASSENGER BY ALEXANDRA BRACKEN IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Violin prodigy Etta Spencer loses everything she has known and loved in one devastating night, coming into possession of a dangerous thing 
that opens passages between space and time. Nicholas Carter, a sailor fleeing the powerful Ironwood family in the colonies, becomes Etta’s 
protector. Together they journey across centuries and continents, following the clues of a mysterious traveler who knows that Etta’s time 
traveling object must not fall into the Ironwoods’ hands.

NOTES:

REBEL OF THE SANDS BY ALWYN HAMILTON IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
In an unforgiving desert nation where beasts roam freely and magic is real, 16-year-old Amani Al’Hiza longs to escape Dustwalk, the 
oppressive town in which she lives as an orphan, fated to marry her uncle. A gifted gunslinger, she disguises herself as a boy and joins up 
with a handsome young man named Jin. Together they brave the desert and find themselves up against “Nightmares” and “Skinwalkers” as 
they fall in love and Amani discovers a personal strength she never knew she had. “From the irresistible opening paragraph, this rollicking 
caper expertly mashes up a gritty Middle East with a steampunk Old West, succeeding through the infectious voice of its heroine: brash, witty, 
cynical, and fierce” (KIRK).

NOTES:

SHADOWSHAPER BY DANIEL JOSE OLDER IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
Sierra Santiago, a Puerto Rican American teen, is ready for a summer of relaxing with her friends and focusing on her art, but when strange 
occurrences start happening in her Brooklyn neighborhood, things take a sinister turn. First, a corpse appears during a party, then murals 
in her community begin to cry actual tears, and finally her grandfather, addled by a stroke, apologizes for some mysterious act. Sierra turns 
to Robbie, a fellow artist, for help investigating the bizarre events, and together they discover that someone is murdering the community’s 
ancestral spirits, who are able to communicate with Sierra and Robbie through a form of magic known as shadowshaping. “Sometimes funny 
and sometimes striking, [author Daniel José] Older’s comfortable prose seamlessly blends English and Spanish. Warm, strong, vernacular, 
dynamic—a must” (KIRK). 

NOTES:

SIX OF CROWS BY LEIGH BARDUGO IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
Author Bardugo here advances the civilization of her ongoing fantasy world to the beginning of its industrial age. Kaz Brekker is one of the 
celebrities of the underworld, known as Dirtyhands for his brutal way of doing things. A councilman offers Kaz the chance at unimaginable 
riches, provided he can do the impossible—break a foreign chemist out of the most deadly and secure prison in the world. Kaz assembles a 
team of misfit specialists perfect for the task, but of course things go wrong, and soon Kaz finds himself having to escape the very prison he 
was to infiltrate. Bardugo has crafted a “highly successful venture, leaving enough open questions to cause readers to eagerly await Volume 
2” (KIRK).

NOTES:

SOUNDLESS BY RICHELLE MEAD IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
When her mountain village is suddenly in danger, Fei and a miner take a journey to save the village and discover a terrible secret about the 
land outside of the village.

NOTES:
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THIS MONSTROUS THING BY MACKENZI LEE IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
In 1818 in the city of Geneva, there is a hidden society of clockwork-built men, cared for by illegal mechanics called Shadow Boys. Two years 
ago, Shadow Boy Alasdair’s life fell apart when his brother Oliver died and his sweetheart Mary disappeared. Heartbroken, Alasdair does 
the unconscionable and brings his brother back from the dead with clockwork technology. He partially succeeds, but he may have created 
a monster. When Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein” is published, the hunt for clockwork men and their Shadow Boy creators is on, and Alasdair 
and Oliver have only each other to rely on. “Full of action, mystery, and suspense, this reimagined classic will not disappoint readers of gothic, 
steampunk, and historical fiction. A satisfying tribute to Shelley’s monster tale” (SLJ).

NOTES:

TRUTHWITCH BY SUSAN DENNARD IL 8-12 PUB DATE 2016
Safiya, a noble Truthwitch who can tell truth from lies, forms an unlikely friendship with Iseult, an outcast Threadwitch who can see the 
emotional ties that bind people. When a war threatens to tear the Witchlands apart, the two girls find themselves on the run from those who 
would do anything to take advantage of Safiya’s powers, including an evil Prince and a Bloodwitch with a penchant for revenge. They will 
have to rely on their loyalty to one another to survive. “A masterfully told tale loaded with political intrigue, magic, harrowing fight scenes and 
escapes, mythical creatures, legendary prophesies, breakneck adventure, and even romance, this book will have readers breathlessly awaiting 
the sequel” (SLJ). 

NOTES:

WRATH & THE DAWN BY RENEE AHDIEH IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Each night in Khorasan, the 18-year-old ruling Caliph, Khalid, takes a new bride. Each morning, he has her executed. The townspeople are 
powerless to stop the daily bloodshed until 16-year-old Shahrzad volunteers to be Khalid’s next bride, with the plan to secretly murder him. 
She survives the first night using the cliffhanger storytelling technique of her famous namesake Scheherazade, but as Shahrzad and Khalid’s 
time together lengthens, she begins to develop an affection for him that deepens into love. Soon, she is questioning whether Khalid is even 
behind the killings at all. But if Khalid is innocent, then who is ordering the executions—and why? Author Ahdieh “is in complete control of 
her plot, tightly spooling out threads of the richly layered story just as surely as Shahrzad herself” (BL).

NOTES:

PARANORMAL / HORROR
13 DAYS OF MIDNIGHT BY LEO HUNT IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
When his estranged father suddenly passes away, the last thing Luke Manchett expects is to inherit the eight restless enslaved ghosts who 
belonged to him. They are Luke’s “Host” now, and they want revenge for their decades of slavery. When it becomes painfully clear that Luke 
has no idea how to control them, the ghosts become downright belligerent, and it is 13 days until Halloween. Luke has only his father’s notes, 
the mysterious “Book of Eight,” and school outcast Eliza Moss to help him prevent a terrible ghost trick on the scariest night of the year. “A 
wellconstructed, truly unique plot” (SLJ). 

NOTES:

BARGAINING BY CARLY ANNE WEST IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Grieving and guilty over a friend’s death, Penny is not surprised when her mother sends her to live with her father and stepmother, April, but 
when April takes her to help restore an old house in a dense forest, weird occurrences connected to missing children threaten Penny’s safety 
and fragile mental health.

NOTES:

HELLHOLE BY GINA DAMICO IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
It all started with the smallest of thefts: Max takes a glittery cat bobble head from a convenience store to give to his seriously ill mother. When 
he gets home, he discovers Burg, a devil, snacking on his chips and lounging on his couch, apparently unleashed from the pit by his theft. Max 
makes the most of the situation and strikes a deal: Burg cures his mother, who needs a heart transplant, and Max finds Burg a mansion with 
a hot tub to live in—but he will have to act fast before Burg starts doing demonic things around his neighborhood. However, things don’t 
go according to plan and Max needs the help of Lore, a goth girl who has past experience with devils, to undo his deal before everyone he 
knows gets sucked into his personal hellhole. Kirkus Reviews calls this “[h]ilarious—all the way through.” 

NOTES:

Free cataloging, free processing, free shipping



SHUTTER BY COURTNEY ALAMEDA IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Seventeen-year-old Micheline Helsing is a tetrachcromat, able to see ghosts in color and capture them on film, but when a routine hunt goes 
awry, Micheline is infected with a curse known as a soulchain and if she is unable to exorcise the entity in seven days, she will be destroyed, 
body and soul. 

NOTES:

SWEET BY EMMY LAYBOURNE IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Seventeen-year-old Laurel can’t believe her luck when she is invited to accompany her wealthy friend on a celebrity cruise to promote the new 
dietary sweetener, Solu. But things start to sour when Laurel manages to embarrass herself in front of celebrity hottie Tom Forelli and then 
ends up so seasick that she can’t even sample Solu. But Laurel’s stomach upset proves to be a lifesaver when she and Tom discover that Solu 
produces some very dangerous side effects. Author “Laybourne’s masterful novel opens as a comical potential romance, becomes suspenseful, 
then horrific, and ends as a gripping action-adventure survival story sure to enthrall readers across abilities and interests” (VOYA).

NOTES:

THIRTEEN CHAIRS BY DAVE SHELTON IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
A young man named Jack is out walking one cold night when a mysterious, empty house draws him to its front door. Against his better 
judgment, Jack goes in. He finds 13 chairs around a table, 12 of them occupied, presided over by the prim and proper Mr. Osterly. Reluctantly, 
Jack sits down in the empty chair. Soon Jack realizes the purpose of the gathering is to exchange stories—but what stories! Each person’s is 
more frightening than the last’s, and when they all turn to Jack, he thinks he doesn’t have a spooky story to tell. Or does he? “Fans of chills 
and things that go bump in the night will want to read this uniformly excellent work—with the lights on” (SLJ). 

NOTES:

THIS BROKEN WONDROUS WORLD BY JON SKOVRON IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
As Boy, the hacker son of Frankenstein’s Monster and the Bride, moves to Switzerland to live with his human family and enroll in college, the 
secret world of monsters and mythical creatures hiding in plain sight is exposed when they start a war with the humans. Boy must choose 
between his fellow monsters and his human family. 

NOTES:

WALLS AROUND US BY NOVA REN SUMA IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
The lives of two very different teen girls are bound together by a third girl, the now deceased Ori. Alternating between the voices of Amber, 
an inmate at a juvenile detention facility serving time for the murder of her abusive stepfather, and Vee, a self-obsessed ballerina bound for 
Julliard, this haunting tale explores the lasting effects of a devastating sacrifice Ori made for Vee. As readers begin to piece together the two 
very different perspectives, it becomes apparent that Amber, Ori’s roommate at the detention facility before Ori’s mysterious and untimely 
death, is privy to dangerous secrets about Vee’s past. And until justice is served, both the living and the dead refuse to rest easy. “Eerie, 
painful and beautifully spine-chilling” (KIRK).

NOTES:

MYSTERY / SUSPENSE
AFTER THE WOODS BY KIM SAVAGE IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
On the eve of the year anniversary of her abduction, Julia learns another body has been found in the woods and memories resurface. She 
recalls going into the woods with her best friend, Liv, who left her when the abductor grabbed Julia, leaving Julia on her own to escape. Now, 
as the friends grapple with the aftermath of that event, Julia discovers the shocking truth about Liv and the kidnapping.

NOTES:
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ALL FALL DOWN BY ALLY CARTER IL 7-10 PUB DATE 2015
It was hard enough losing her mother three years ago, but 16-year-old Grace’s pain is exacerbated by the fact that everyone insists her 
mother’s death was accidental, when Grace herself witnessed a man deliberately shoot her mother. Now that Grace is finally out of the 
hospital where she was confined following the shooting, she is determined to unmask her mother’s murderer. The only problem is, Grace’s 
grandfather, a powerful ambassador, and Alexei, her watchful Russian neighbor on Embassy Row, both suspect what she is up to—and are 
determined to stop her from uncovering the truth. “Readers will love this first book in what promises to be an exciting, thrilling mystery series 
from best-selling author Carter” (VOYA).

NOTES:

DAMAGE DONE BY AMANDA PANITCH IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Julia Vann’s life from before  –with a twin brother, a best friend, and a boyfriend  –is separated from her life now by twenty-two hazy, half-
remembered minutes she is either lying about or truly has lost. She starts life over as Lucy Black in a new school, with potentially a new 
boyfriend  –but also the attentions of someone far more dangerous. Someone who may know more about those twenty-two minutes than 
Julia-Lucy does.

NOTES:

DAUGHTER OF DEEP SILENCE BY CARRIE RYAN IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
After the luxury yacht "Persephone" is sunk there are only three survivors, and two of them are lying about what really happened. Senator 
Wells and his son, Grey, have covered up the fact that the yacht was attacked, leaving Frances Mace the only survivor willing to tell the truth. 
She has hidden in the shadows for years, fearing the power of the Wells family, but now it is time for her to expose the truth, even if it means 
harming the boy she once loved–Grey Wells.

NOTES:

ENDANGERED BY LAMAR GILES IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Lauren's nickname at school is “Panda” due to her mixed-race heritage. Panda is not her only alias, though. Secretly, Lauren runs Gray Scales, 
a photo-blog where she uploads incriminating photos of teachers and classmates who have annoyed her or done her wrong. She sees herself 
as a champion of the unpopular kids, targeting the preppy A-listers most often. Then one day someone calling him or herself the Admirer 
catches Lauren in the act and threatens to expose her secret—unless she does what the Admirer says. The blackmail tasks become less and 
less ethical, and soon Lauren realizes her actions have hurt those she cares about. She has to end the Admirer's blackmail at all costs. A 
“skillfully devised plot, supported by a fully fleshed cast” (BCCB).

NOTES:

FALLOUT BY GWENDA BOND IL 7-10 PUB DATE 2015
When her Army general father moves the family to Metropolis, teenager Lois Lane is determined to finally find a place to fit in with her 
classmates. Looking for new friends, Lois joins the “Daily Scoop,” a student-run child of the “Daily Planet.” Trouble always seems to find Lois, 
though, and it isn't long before her job puts her in the sights of the Warheads, a bully group that uses a hightech, immersive video game to 
mess with a fellow classmate's mind. Lois promptly creates an account in the virtual world, hoping to bring the Warheads down—and she 
gets some help from a new online friend, “SmallvilleGuy.” “A spectacular prose start for DC Comics' spectacular lady” (KIRK).

NOTES:

FIXER BY JENNIFER LYNN BARNES IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Tess Kendrick is 16 when she goes to Washington, D.C. to live with her older sister, Ivy, and finds out the startling truth: Ivy Kendrick is a 
“fixer.” Ivy can, for a hefty price, make politicians' scandals disappear. Tess, enrolling at elite Hardwicke Academy, unintentionally starts down 
the same path as her sister, becoming her high school's fixer and solving the problems of top students who can pay. Both girls' double lives 
threaten to uncover secrets that could seriously endanger one another—but who will fall first? Author “Barnes delivers a fast-paced thriller … 
destined to become a hit” (VOYA).

NOTES:

IMPOSTER BY ANTONY JOHN IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Eighteen-year-old Seth Crane is a small-time actor when he lands a big movie role and suddenly finds fame and fortune. But when the secrets 
that his costar told him in confidence are somehow exposed in the media, Seth realizes there is something strange going on and the film is 
not what it seems to be.

NOTES:



NEED BY JOELLE CHARBONNEAU IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
When her classmates begin using a new social network that promises to give them the things they think they need in exchange for seemingly 
harmless tasks, 16-year-old Kaylee Dunham is suspicious of the site. Eventually Kaylee's best friend Nate convinces her to join, and she soon 
realizes that the kidney she requested for her little brother comes at a greater cost than she ever imagined. And when students begin turning 
up dead, Kaylee sets out to uncover the sinister forces behind the site. "A fast-paced read that teens antsy to untangle the mystery will 
devour" (BL).

NOTES:

STUDY IN CHARLOTTE BY BRITTANY CAVALLARO IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
When Charlotte Holmes and James Watson, the great-great-great-grandchildren of the renowned Sherlock Holmes and John Watson, wind up 
at the same boarding school, they don't start off as fast friends. But when a classmate who has a bad history with both Holmes and Watson 
turns up dead under unusual circumstances, both fall under suspicion. The two quickly realize they will have to work together to solve the 
murder and clear their names. Author “Cavallaro's crackling dialogue, well-drawn characters, and complicated relationships make this feel like 
a seamless and sharp renewal of Doyle's series … An explosive mystery featuring a dynamic duo” (KIRK).

NOTES:

THIS IS WHERE IT ENDS BY MARIEKE NIJKAMP IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Minutes after the principal of Opportunity High School in Alabama finishes her speech welcoming the student body to a new semester, they 
discover that the auditorium doors will not open and someone starts shooting as four teens, each with a personal reason to fear the shooter, 
tell the tale from separate perspectives.

NOTES:

WINK POPPY MIDNIGHT BY APRIL GENEVIEV TUCHOLKE IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Two girls and one boy. One story in three voices. And one dangerous lie. There is Wink, a wild redhead and mysterious neighbor girl. There 
is Poppy, the beautiful blond bully who is queen bee of the school. And there is Midnight, the uncertain, sweet boy caught between the two 
girls. Trying to get over Poppy, Midnight attempts to get close to outsider Wink, whose mother reads tarot cards and tea leaves. Jealous, 
Poppy and her cohort conspire to lock Wink, and maybe Midnight, in a house that may or may not be haunted, overnight. Which teen is 
trustworthy to tell the story as it really happened? “Bottom line? Beware of girls who read books …” (KIRK).

NOTES:

CONTEMPORARY
BOY IN THE BLACK SUIT BY JASON REYNOLDS IL 8-12 PUB DATE 2015
Soon after his mother's death, Matt takes a job at a funeral home in his tough Brooklyn neighborhood and, while attending and assisting with 
funerals, begins to accept her death and his responsibilities as a man.

NOTES:

CONVICTION BY KELLY LOY GILBERT IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Braden Raynor, the star pitcher for his high school baseball team, draws strength from a sign he believes God sent him a decade ago—a sign 
that his dysfunctional family will stay together and remain strong despite the many difficulties they face. But when Braden's father, a popular 
Christian radio host, is arrested for killing a policeman in a hit-and-run accident, and Braden's estranged brother Trey returns home to take 
care of Braden in their father's absence, Braden experiences a crisis of faith. His personal struggle is only exacerbated by his role in his father's 
trial, and an upcoming game which will pit him against the late officer's nephew. “Braden's unfolding story ... will captivate readers … Both 
hopeful and devastatingly real” (KIRK).

NOTES:

FACELESS BY ALYSSA SHEINMEL IL 8-12 PUB DATE 2015
Maisie Winters loved her life--she was in track, had a great boyfriend, and got along with her best friend better than anyone. Then one day 
out running cross-country she is caught in a thunderstorm. A lightning strike literally takes her face off, and the only chance she has at a 
normal life is to get a face transplant. However, seeing a different face look back at her in the mirror might be too much to handle. Maisie has 
to rediscover who she is.

NOTES:



FANS OF THE IMPOSSIBLE LIFE BY KATE SCELSA IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
At Saint Francis Prep school in Mountain View, New Jersey, Mira, Jeremy, and Sebby come together as they struggle with romance, bullying, 
foster home and family problems, and mental health issues.

NOTES:

FIVE STAGES OF ANDREW BRAWLEY BY SHAUN DAVID HUTCHINSON IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
After his whole family dies and he escapes, but shouldn't have, Andrew Brawley takes up residence in the hospital, hanging with the nurses, 
serving food in the cafeteria, and living out of a forgotten supply closet. He struggles with finding a reason to live, as Death itself seems to be 
looking for him, until Rusty is wheeled in. Drew falls for Rusty, but he knows that if he cannot shake Death, then neither of them will have a 
future.

NOTES:

FREE VERSE BY SARAH DOOLEY IL 5-7 PUB DATE 2016
After their mother ran off and their father died in the mines shortly after, Sasha Harless and her brother, Michael, fended for themselves in the 
backwoods of West Virginia. Michael became the guardian Sasha needed, but then even Michael died, leaving Sasha utterly alone. Placed in 
a foster family, Sasha lashes out everywhere she goes, causing trouble for those who only want to help. Sasha then meets a cousin she never 
knew she had, who is just as broken as she is, and the two run away together—with sobering consequences. Only an English class and the 
power of poetry can save Sasha in the end. Author "Dooley subtly exposes readers to poetic forms that invite engagement, understanding, 
and expression" (BL).

NOTES:

NEVER ALWAYS SOMETIMES BY ADI ALSAID IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Best friends Dave and Julia have their own set of rules for getting through high school. Some of these are no brainers, like “never hook up 
with a teacher.” But it's rules number eight (“never pine silently after someone for the entirety of high school”) and number 10 (“never date 
your best friend”) that are proving very difficult for Dave—since he is secretly crushing on Julia, he's destined to break either one or the other. 
By the time Julia playfully suggests they break every rule during their senior year, Dave has attempted to move on by pairing up with another 
girl. But as they work through the list, Dave and Julia discover some rules are made to be broken. “A good romance is hard to come by. This is 
a great one” (KIRK).

NOTES:

PLAY ON BY MICHELLE SMITH IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
All-star pitcher Austin Braxton starts his senior year in the small town of Lewis Creek before heading to college on scholarship. He falls for new 
girl Marisa who works at his mother's flower shop, but Marisa has a painful past. As Austin tries to help Marisa, he is forced to think about his 
own pain and what love really means.

NOTES:

SEE NO COLOR BY SHANNON GIBNEY IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Sixteen-year-old Alex is a biracial, adopted member of a white family. Neither of these has ever bothered her much. She's always been too 
focused on excelling at baseball to worry about it. But then she meets Reggie, the first black boy to be interested in her, and discovers letters 
from her biological father that her adoptive parents have kept hidden from her, leading her to question who she really is. “Transracial adoption 
is never oversimplified, airbrushed, or sentimentalized, but instead, it's portrayed with bracing honesty as the messy institution it is: rearranging 
families, blending cultural and biological DNA, loss and joy. An exceptionally accomplished debut” (KIRK).

NOTES:

SENSE OF THE INFINITE BY HILARY T SMITH IL 10-12 PUB DATE 2015
Despite an increasingly strained relationship with her mother, high school senior Annabeth takes comfort in knowing that soon she will be off 
to college with her best friend Noe, rooming together and exploring all life has to offer. But when Noe gradually drifts away from Annabeth, 
eventually deciding to go to a different college to pursue a life with her boyfriend, Annabeth is left unmoored and vulnerable, forced to 
contend with secret hurts she has kept buried. In time however, her forced independence prompts Annabeth to embark on a journey of 
selfdiscovery in which she comes to learn her own strength and possibilities. Touching on abortion, eating disorders, attempted suicide, and 
rape, Voice of Youth Advocates says, “This is the truth as experienced by high school girls, and every effort should be made to get this book 
into as many of their hands as possible.”

NOTES:



SERPENT KING BY JEFF ZENTNER IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Dill, Lydia, and Travis are three outcast friends who are just trying to make it through their senior year. With a Pentecostal minister father 
imprisoned for child porn, Dill finds a certain peace in music. Travis escapes the realities of his abusive father and the pain he feels over his 
brother's death in a fantasy book series. And Lydia, a successful fashion blogger with plans to attend NYU, is the joyful glue that holds the 
three together. But when an act of violence shatters the peace they've managed to find, they'll need each other more than ever. Author 
“Zentner explores difficult themes head on—including the desire to escape the sins of the father and the fragility of happiness—while 
tempering them with the saving grace of enduring friendship” (PW).

NOTES:

TAGGED BY DIANE C MULLEN IL 7-10 PUB DATE 2015
When Liam, a fourteen-year-old graffiti artist, can't keep his grades up and is threatened by a local gang in the projects of Minneapolis, his 
mother sends him to Lake Michigan for the summer.

NOTES:

THIS SIDE OF HOME BY RENEE WATSON IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
As their junior year in high school winds to a close, identical twins Maya and Nikki can't wait to move ahead with their plans for a fun summer 
and a successful senior year before beginning college together. But when the demographic in their historically black neighborhood in Portland 
starts to shift from black to white, the sisters differ in their responses. Although Nikki is thrilled with the arrival of hip coffee shops and 
boutiques, Maya is worried about the loss of culture and identity that she witnesses among some of her friends. The growing gulf between 
the two sisters prompts Nikki to reexamine where she fits in. “At a time when there is a call for more diverse books, [author] Watson brings to 
today's teens a story that needs to be read” (VOYA).

NOTES:

THIS SONG IS (NOT) FOR YOU BY LAURA NOWLIN IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Ramona and Sam both harbor deep feelings for one another which they never tell the other about. And when Tom joins their band, Ramona 
finds herself fighting feelings for both Tom and Sam.

NOTES:

UNDERNEATH EVERYTHING BY MARCY BELLER PAUL IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Mattie walked away from her social life a year ago, after she saw her boyfriend Hudson kissing her best friend Jolene. But when Mattie attends 
a bonfire and reconnects with Hudson, she decides it's time to take her life back. As she tries to reclaim her life, Jolene makes it difficult, and a 
twisted obsessive relationship unfolds, revealing secrets Mattie would prefer to keep hidden.

NOTES:

UP TO THIS POINTE BY JENNIFER LONGO IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Devastated when her dream of being a professional ballerina falls through, seventeen-year-old Harper Scott takes a job as a research assistant 
at McMurdo, a U.S. science station at the tip of Antarctica, while she considers other possible futures for herself.

NOTES:

ISSUES
ALL AMERICAN BOYS BY JASON REYNOLDS IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
When 16-year-old Rashad Butler, an African-American student at the local high school, is beaten by a white police officer at the local corner 
store, his classmate Quinn Collins witnesses the event. Quinn, a member of the varsity basketball team who has been raised by the officer 
since his own father died in Afghanistan, will be forced to face the mounting racial tension among his teammates, many who are Rashad's 
friends, his classmates, and the entire community. Told in the alternating voices of Rashad and Quinn, this story portrays the truth that racism 
in American is sadly still alive. It will take the bravery of both boys to step forward and speak against injustice. “Timely and powerful, this novel 
promises to have an impact long after the pages stop turning” (SLJ).

NOTES:
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DISTANCE BETWEEN LOST AND FOUND BY KATHRYN HOLMES IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Hallelujah “Hallie” Calhoun is coming out of six of the worst months of her life, and they weren't even her fault. The preacher's kid, Luke, 
spread a nasty rumor about himself and her, and every one of Hallie's friends believed him, even Jonah, one of her best friends. Summertime 
is upon them, and her church's youth group campout is something Hallie has been dreading. Turns out, she has good reason to dread it—
while out in the Tennessee mountains, Jonah, new-girl Rachel, and Hallie become stranded. The three teens will have to come to terms with 
their beliefs and work together to survive. “First-time author Holmes … writes with the skill of a far more experienced writer” (BL).

NOTES:

EVERY LAST WORD BY TAMARA IRELAND STONE IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Samantha McAllister seems like any other beautiful, popular girl at school, but she has a secret--she has Purely-Obsessional OCD, which 
means she second guesses and worries over every little decision she makes. Her popular friends don't understand when she makes a fashion 
mistake, but a new friend named Caroline knows that Sam's fashion choices aren't mistakes--they are just who she is. Caroline introduces 
Sam to a whole new world at school, one where she can truly be herself.

NOTES:

EXIT, PURSUED BY A BEAR BY E. K. JOHNSTON IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Hermione Winters plans to make her senior year of high school, and final season as the captain of her small town's popular cheerleading 
team, legendary. But when someone drugs her drink at a party, her life changes forever. Now the school's star cheerleader is also the 
pregnant girl, but Hermione refuses to let the assault or the resulting pregnancy define her. Author “Johnston's clever—but never precious—
update of Shakespeare's 'The Winter's Tale' is unflinching but not at all graphic in its treatment of sexual violence … Middle and high school 
readers will pass this powerful, engaging story around and around” (KIRK).

NOTES:

EXTRAORDINARY MEANS BY ROBYN SCHNEIDER IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Two teenagers with a deadly disease fall in love on the brink of a cure.

NOTES:

FIRST TIME SHE DROWNED BY KERRY KLETTER IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
At the age of 15, Cassie O'Malley was admitted to a psychiatric hospital at the behest of her mother. For three years she lived there, 
developing a comfortable routine and several good friendships—in fact, there seemed to be nothing wrong with Cassie's psyche at all. At 
18, Cassie gets herself emancipated from her mother and enters college, but the expectations of college life threaten to overwhelm her. 
She starts seeing the school counselor, who helps Cassie recover lost memories, memories which seem to indicate that it may have been her 
mother, not Cassie, who had mental issues. Now Cassie must decide whom to save—her mother or herself. “A complex novel that ultimately 
uplifts” (PW).

NOTES:

KISSING IN AMERICA BY MARGO RABB IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Eva Roth, 16, is at odds with her mother: Eva loves reading sappy romance novels and love poetry, while her mother is a women's studies 
professor, a snobbish feminist who thinks romance novels are the enemy. Eva used to write poetry of her own with her father, but after he 
died in a plane crash she could never lift a pen again. Her burgeoning and intense romance with Will, a senior, initially helps her overcome 
her grief—but then Will moves to California, leaving Eva with her best friend, Annie, in New York. The two young, dreamy-eyed girls decide 
to take a cross-country road trip to see Will, and along the way they learn the complex truth about love. “Wise, inspiring, and ultimately 
uplifting” (KIRK).

NOTES:

LAST TIME WE SAY GOODBYE BY CYNTHIA HAND IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Lexie is a math star, a nerd, destined for MIT. Her biggest problem is the relatively small issue of her parents' divorce. Then Tyler, her younger 
brother, commits suicide and everything changes. Her grades slip, she breaks up with her perfect boyfriend, and she feels like she's going 
crazy. It is all in her attempt to lock away her grief and to conceal the text message Tyler sent her just before he died—a text that, if she 
hadn't concealed it, might have made a difference. Lexie begins therapy sessions, rekindles an old friendship, and painfully begins to put her 
life back together. A “quietly powerful, emotionally complex novel” (BL).

NOTES:
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MADE YOU UP BY FRANCESCA ZAPPIA IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Alex wages a war against her schizophrenia with the help of her magic eight ball, little sister, and camera in order to graduate from high 
school and get into college.

NOTES:

MEMORY OF LIGHT BY FRANCISCO X STORK IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
High school sophomore Vicky Cruz wakes up in a psychiatric hospital, slowly remembering why she is there—a failed suicide attempt. 
Agreeing to stay for two weeks, not even pretending to be okay anymore, Vicky meets a cast of characters with their own set of problems: 
Mona, full of energy; Gabriel, saintly as his name; E.M., always angry; and Dr. Desai, quiet, kindly, and the one who helps Vicky reframe 
her life. Slowly, Vicky takes her mind back from her demanding father, seeing herself not as someone who “isn't trying hard enough,” but 
one who has an illness that needs treatment and who is worth treating. Author Stork “marks himself as a major voice in teen literature by 
delivering one of his richest and most emotionally charged novels yet” (KIRK).

NOTES:

MY HEART AND OTHER BLACK HOLES BY JASMINE WARGA IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
After her father is incarcerated for a terrible crime in their hometown, 16-year-old Aysel, a physics nerd, can only think about her potential 
energy for happiness. She decides there is no way to convert that energy into actual happiness, so she might as well reduce her energy to 
zero—suicide. Unable to summon the courage herself, she discovers a website that offers Suicide Partners, and is paired with Roman, a boy 
haunted by a family tragedy. However, as their suicide pact becomes more concrete, Aysel begins to wonder if she and Roman might have 
potential energy with each other. She must choose between dying, or convincing Roman to live—and maybe love. A story “poignant, bitter, 
and funny” (BL).

NOTES:

NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED BY HANNAH MOSKOWITZ IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Etta has always had trouble fitting in—she's a wealthy, black, recovering anorexic who has recently given up ballet after being told to lose 
weight. She's also bisexual—too straight for her lesbian friends and too gay for the straight kids. All of these characteristics make Etta an 
anomaly in her small Nebraska hometown. But then she meets straight, white Bianca in her therapy group and, against the odds, the two 
form a close, supportive friendship. Suddenly, Etta is no longer worried about fitting in—instead, she's determined to help Bianca pull 
through her potentially fatal bout of anorexia and to find niches where they both can flourish. “A smart, insightful love letter to linecrossing 
individualists” (KIRK).

NOTES:

ONE BY SARAH CROSSAN IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Conjoined 16-year-old twins Tippi and Grace have never known any other life than the one they spend together, literally joined at the hip. 
But despite their easy familiarity with one another, sharing the same body from the waist down, the two girls lead separate inner lives. And 
when Grace learns that her heart is failing, the girls are forced to make the most difficult decision of their lives—do they take on the dangers 
of a surgical separation so that Grace can become eligible for a transplant, or risk dying together? “This is honest, unapologetic realism from a 
diverse perspective not often seen in fiction for teens. Not to be overlooked” (KIRK).

NOTES:

ONE THING STOLEN BY BETH KEPHART IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
The chance to spend time in Florence, Italy, with her family while her father conducts research for his next book sounds like a wonderful 
opportunity for 17-year-old Nadia Cara. But it is not long before she starts acting strangely, becoming more withdrawn and venturing out 
on her own to steal random items from around the city which she uses to compulsively construct bird nests. Not only is Nadia's behavior 
troubling, but the former academic prodigy is losing her ability to speak as well. Readers “will lose themselves in [author] Kephart's enigmatic, 
atmospheric, and beautifully written tale” (BL) which offers a sensitive exploration of a rare form of mental illness.

NOTES:
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ORBITING JUPITER BY GARY D SCHMIDT IL 6-9 PUB DATE 2015
When Jackson Hurd, a foster son with a loving family of farmers in Maine, gets a new foster brother in 14-year-old Joseph Brook, he never 
could have imagined a boy more broken. Joseph became a father at 13. He has never seen his daughter, Jupiter—before she was born he was 
placed in juvie, where he faced a year of abuse and bullying. Joseph takes a while to open up to Jackson, but when he expresses his longing 
to find Jupiter at all costs, Jackson decides to help. The boys discover what it means to be a family and the painful sacrifices inherent in love. A 
“spare novel written with love and grace” (KIRK).

NOTES:

UNDERWATER BY MARISA REICHARDT IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
When an act of what was meant to be altruism accidentally plays a role in a deadly tragedy, Morgan loses her ability to move on, blaming 
herself, unable to forgive someone who has done the unforgivable. Her life begins looking up again when Evan moves in next door, a boy 
who reminds her of salty ocean air and may bring her back to live--if only she can muster up the courage to face her past.

NOTES:

WHAT WE SAW BY AARON HARTZLER IL 10-12 PUB DATE 2015
Kate doesn't remember much about star basketball player John Donne's party, except for the fact that she and her childhood friend Ben 
finally admitted their attraction to one another. But when cheerleader Stacey Stallard accuses four members of the basketball team of raping 
her, Kate starts to wonder what exactly went on as she was downing shots and getting close to Ben. And when the town rallies around the 
alleged rapists and classmates cruelly shun Stacey, Kate commits herself to learning the truth, even if it means alienating those close to her 
in the process. In this YA novel based on the 2012 Steubenville rape case, “Even minor characters are carefully conceived, and every bit of 
dialogue and social media activity is chillingly note-perfect … A powerful tale of betrayal and a vital primer on rape culture” (KIRK).

NOTES:

WHEN WE COLLIDED BY EMERY LORD IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
The death of 17-year-old Jonah Daniels' father left a gaping hole in his family. As Jonah and his siblings try to maintain their father's restaurant 
while their mother struggles with debilitating depression, Jonah finds himself drawn to Vivi, the new girl who just rolled into their small 
California town. Since Vivi refuses to be hindered by the medication that could regulate her bipolar disorder, Jonah finds himself riding the 
highs and lows of her illness with her, and falling in love with her determination to live life to the fullest. “Filled with raw, descriptive truths … 
An absolute tearjerker romance with a powerful message about weightier topics of grief and mental illness” (SLJ).

NOTES:

WRITTEN IN THE STARS BY AISHA SAEED IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Growing up in Florida, Naila has always known her Pakistani parents would arrange her marriage, but then she falls in love with Saif. Her 
angry parents take her back to Pakistan to visit relatives and explore her roots. While there, Naila's parents find her a husband and make 
arrangements for her to marry him. Everything Naila has is taken away from her and she finds herself trapped in a foreign country against her 
will. Naila can only hope Saif will find her before it's too late.

NOTES:

YOUR VOICE IS ALL I HEAR BY LEAH SCHEIER IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
When Jonah, the handsome new boy at school, rejects the class beauty Cora to sit by April, she can't imagine what the rest of sophomore 
year of high school will hold for her. As the two become best friends and soon begin dating, April realizes her new boyfriend is struggling with 
the death of his friend at the hands of bullies. But even stronger than the pain of tragedy are the voices in Jonah's head that pull him deeper 
into the abyss of depression. “An intense romance that explores the pain and challenge of loving someone with schizophrenia, this novel will 
resonate deeply with readers who have been close to someone struggling with mental illness” (BL).

NOTES:
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LGBTQ
BAREFOOT IN THE CITY OF BROKEN DREAMS BY HARTINGER IL ADULT PUB DATE 2015
When Russel Middebrook and his boyfriend move to Los Angeles so Russel can become a screenwriter, Russel immediately meets a film 
producer who wants to make Russel's screenplay into a movie. Things seem to be going too smoothly, especially when Russel sees others 
doing desperate things for success. Is there something that Russel is missing?

NOTES:

MORE HAPPY THAN NOT BY ADAM SILVERA IL 10-12 PUB DATE 2015
Sixteen-year-old Aaron Soto is struggling to survive in the Bronx housing project where he lives when he learns about a revolutionary memory-
reprogramming procedure pioneered by the Leteo Institute. Aaron is determined to sign himself up for the treatment—it is not only his 
father's suicide, the murders of his friends, or his crushing poverty he wants to forget—it's the fact that he's gay. But when Aaron begins 
growing close to Thomas, a fellow teen who just might have feelings for Aaron as well, Aaron is forced to question whether giving up a 
future with Thomas is really what he wants. Author Silvera "pulls no punches in this portrait of a boy struggling with who he is in the face of 
immense cultural and societal pressure to be somebody else” (PW).

NOTES:

NONE OF THE ABOVE BY I W GREGORIO IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
High school student Kristin Lattimer's life seems just about perfect—she's a successful athlete with a full-ride scholarship to college and 
has just been elected homecoming queen. But when Kristin decides to have intercourse with her boyfriend Sam, their unsuccessful attempt 
prompts her to see the doctor, where Kristin learns that she has Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome. AIS is a genetic condition in which an 
individual has the genetic makeup of a male, and the outward appearance of a female. Although Sam cruelly rejects her after learning of her 
diagnosis, Kristin's new understanding of this facet of her identity puts her on a path to self-discovery and acceptance, and helps her find a 
caring support system. This book “rises above most young adult fiction because it has the potential to evoke significant change” (VOYA).

NOTES:

PORCUPINE OF TRUTH BY BILL KONIGSBERG IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Seventeen-year-old New Yorker Carson Smith is dreading a summer spent in Billings, Montana, reconnecting with his dying alcoholic father, 
at the urging of his mother. But when he meets Aisha, a teen who has been thrown out of her home after her father discovers she is a 
lesbian, the two become an important source of support for one another. And Aisha proves the perfect friend to accompany Carson on an 
investigative road trip after he uncovers shocking clues about the decades-old disappearance of his grandfather. Author Konigsberg “employs 
a colorful style … and crafts fascinating, multidimensional teen and adult characters” (BL) in this moving novel of self-discovery.

NOTES:

SIMON VS. THE HOMO SAPIENS AGENDA BY BECKY ALBERTALLI IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Sixteen-year-old Simon Spier is not-so-openly gay, but when he discovers a post about being gay on his school's unofficial Tumblr page by 
some guy calling himself “Blue,” he strikes up a correspondence that he hopes will lead him to Blue's true identity, and perhaps a relationship. 
However, a “goobery nerd” named Martin uncovers one of Simon's emails to Blue. If Simon does not help Martin become friends with the 
new girl, Abby, who has made her way into Simon's clique of friends, Martin will out Simon to the rest of the school. Is that necessarily a bad 
thing? Maybe Simon should explore his identity and become comfortable with who he is. “Funny, moving and emotionally wise” (KIRK).

NOTES:

SYMPTOMS OF BEING HUMAN BY JEFF GARVIN IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Riley Cavanaugh, a gender-fluid teen who struggles with identity, creates an anonymous blog on the topic that goes viral, and faces ridicule at 
the new school he attends. When someone threatens to reveal Riley's identity as the creator of the blog, Riley must walk away from his lifeline 
and cause, or risk everything by coming out and standing up for his beliefs.

NOTES:
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WEIRD GIRL AND WHAT’S HIS NAME BY MEAGAN BROTHERS IL 7-10 PUB DATE 2015
Lula and Rory are geeks and share everything together--sci-fi and fantasy fandom, love for "X-Files" especially, and the knowledge that they 
will never fit in with the popular crowd. Lula has known Rory is gay for a long time, but when she finds out he has been having an affair with 
his middle-aged boss, everything Lula thought she knew about their friendship and her own life is upended, and she runs away. Rory is left on 
his own to survive.

NOTES:

ROMANCE
EMMY & OLIVER BY ROBIN BENWAY IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Growing up, Emmy and Oliver are the best of friends, believing they are meant to be together forever. Then Oliver is kidnapped by his father 
and there is no trace of him for 10 years. Just as Emmy is ready to move on with her life as a high school senior, Oliver is found living in New 
York City and is returned home to his mother, who never gave up hope of reuniting with her son. Suddenly, Emmy and Oliver are thrust 
together again, not-quite strangers with an emotionally complex past. Author Benway “examines split loyalties, the impact of confessionals, 
and how broken bonds can be mended” (PW).

NOTES:

FILL-IN BOYFRIEND BY KASIE WEST IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
After being dumped by her boyfriend in the parking lot during prom, Gia Montgomery enlists a guy named Hayden to be her fake date. When 
Gia begins developing feelings for Hayden, she is forced to examine the superficial relationships in her life.

NOTES:

START OF ME AND YOU BY EMERY LORD IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
One year has passed since the accident, and Paige Hancock is ready to move on with life. However, everyone still sees her as the girl whose 
boyfriend drowned. Determined to start over, Paige sets out to make her old crush, Ryan Chase, her new boyfriend. She also decides to join 
a club, because that's what normal high schoolers do, right? When she joins the Quiz Bowl team she meets Ryan's cousin, Max. Before she 
knows it, she finds herself falling for him, all the while trying to convince herself that she would be better with Ryan. Paige must face her fears 
and learn to live her life as it was meant to be lived. "The protagonist's upbeat attitude will inspire readers to persevere even during the low 
points in life" (SLJ).

NOTES:

SUFFER LOVE BY ASHLEY HERRING BLAKE IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Teen Sam Bennett falls for Hadley St. Clair, the new girl at school, and then learns she is the daughter of the man who tore Sam's family apart. 
Now Sam must choose whether to follow his heart, or side with his family and tell Hadley the truth about the secret scandal that connects 
them.

NOTES:

UNEXPECTED EVERYTHING BY MORGAN MATSON IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
Type A Andie likes having a plan, so when her pre-med summer internship is canceled thanks to her absent father's political scandal, she's 
suddenly lost and directionless. Panicked, she takes a job as a dog walker to fill time. However, as Andie and her dad grow closer, and she falls 
for Clark, who hires her to walk his dog, Andie learns to embrace the unexpected.

NOTES:

WEIGHT OF FEATHERS BY ANNA-MARIE MCLEMORE IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Lace Paloma was born into a generation's-long family feud between the Palomas and Corbeaus, families of traveling performers that compete 
against one another in traveling shows. She has been taught that the Corbeaus are "magia negra," black magic, and that if she even touches 
one it might mean her death. All that changes, of course, when disaster strikes their small town and Cluck Corbeau saves Lace's life, at the 
cost of his own family's trust.

NOTES:
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YEAR WE FELL APART BY EMILY MARTIN IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
As if coping with her mother's cancer diagnosis isn't bad enough, seventeen-year-old Harper has to face her ex-boyfriend and former best 
friend Declan who hasn't spoken to her since leaving for boarding school last fall. Struggling with the reputation she's gotten for hooking 
up with boys and being recently kicked off the swim team, Harper wants nothing more than to confide in the one person she trusts, but he 
wants nothing to do with her.

NOTES:

HISTORICAL FICTION
BURN BABY BURN BY MEG MEDINA IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2016
It is the summer of 1977 and the infamous Son of Sam is killing couples on the streets of New York City. Seventeen-year-old Nora Lopez is 
risking a lot when she falls for a new guy who just started working with her at the deli. But then again, she has a lot more to worry about 
than just a killer. Her brother Hector is growing more violent and threatening each day, her mother is helpless, they are behind on the rent, 
her father hardly ever calls, and the city is reeling from arsonists and a massive blackout. All she wants is to make it to 18 and get out on her 
own. "A devastatingly intense story, this work is a must-have for all collections …" (SLJ).

NOTES:

CODE OF HONOR BY ALAN GRATZ IL 8-12 PUB DATE 2015
When Iranian-American Kamran Smith learns that his big brother, Darius, has been labeled a terrorist, he sets out to piece together the codes 
and clues that will save his brother's life and his country from a deadly terrorist attack.

NOTES:

DA VINCI’S TIGER BY L M ELLIOTT IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Ginevra de' Benci was a Renaissance woman who wrote poetry and inspired an early masterpiece by none other than Leonardo da Vinci. Her 
only surviving sentence of poetry is this: “I beg your pardon, I am a mountain tiger.” Author Elliott takes that line and what is known about 
Ginevra's life and creates a historical novel of romance, intellect, and art in 15th century Florence. Ginevra becomes the “platonic muse” 
of a charismatic ambassador, but it is the intelligent painter, da Vinci, who steals Ginevra's heart. “Elliott's novel is thoroughly researched, 
portraying threedimensional characters in a lively atmosphere of love and art” (KIRK).

NOTES:

OUT OF DARKNESS BY ASHLEY PEREZ IL 10-12 PUB DATE 2015
Inspired by real events that occurred in New London, Texas, in 1937, this engrossing novel plumbs the depths of human nature, from violence 
and racism, to compassion and love. Fifteen-year-old Naomi, a Mexican American girl living with her white stepfather in the racially divided 
town of New London, struggles to navigate the ethnic tensions in her community even as she nurtures a developing relationship with Wash, 
an African American senior. Naomi and Wash's budding relationship quickly becomes the target of a racist group of students as a rising 
crescendo of darkness threatens to destroy their happiness, and events beyond their control plunge the town into chaos. “A powerful, layered 
tale of forbidden love in times of unrelenting racism” (KIRK).

NOTES:

PAPER HEARTS BY MEG WIVIOTT IL 6-8 PUB DATE 2015
Follows the story of two girls as they forge a powerful friendship that carries them through horrific circumstances.

NOTES:

SALT TO THE SEA BY RUTA SEPETYS IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2016
Did you know that there was a ship sinking far more devastating that the Titanic? In this novel, four young people band together as they join 
thousands of others in Prussia fleeing as the Russians overtake the retreating German troops. These refugees have one hope: the Wilhelm 
Gustloff, a cruise ship which will take them across the Baltic. Built to hold just 1500 people, over 9400 struggle aboard. Will these four survive 
when a Russian torpedo tears the ship apart on January 30th, 1945? "Artfully told and sensitively crafted, [author] Sepetys's exploration of this 
littleknown piece of history will leave readers weeping" (SLJ).

NOTES:
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SKYSCRAPING BY CORDELIA JENSEN IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
Mira is entering her senior year of high school in 1993 New York City when she accidentally happens upon her father with his male lover. 
The revelation throws Mira, who has always relied on her close and supportive relationship with her father, into a state of turmoil that is only 
heightened when her father's battle with HIV comes to light. Suddenly, Mira is coping with a newly fractured home, questions about her own 
identity, and a terminally ill parent facing discrimination from both strangers and loved ones. Through intensive self-searching, Mira comes to 
realize the importance of her relationship with her father and allows her initial shock to give way to enduring love. “Illuminating and deeply 
felt” (BL).

NOTES:

THREE DAY SUMMER BY SARVENAZ TASH IL 10-12 PUB DATE 2015
Apathetic 18-year-old Michael finds himself at the 1969 Woodstock music festival in an effort to avoid thinking about the Vietnam draft or 
the pressures of attending college. Cora, a 17-year-old medical volunteer, wrestles with the disconnect between her family's conservative 
expectations for her and her own hopes and dreams. When Michael ends up in Cora's medical tent after a bad acid trip, the two find 
themselves drawn to one another, and despite some conflicts arising from the baggage they each carry, these two teens manage to make 
important discoveries about themselves and one another amid the mayhem and music of this iconic event. “A positive portrait of a much-
maligned era, this optimistic, exuberant tale is recommended for readers who've wondered why the '60s were so great” (KIRK).

NOTES:

UNDER A PAINTED SKY BY STACEY LEE IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
In 1849 Missouri, a Chinese American teen named Samantha dreams of going to New York to become a musician. However, a tragic accident 
leaves her father dead, and then Samantha accidentally commits a fatal crime. On the run from society and the law, Samantha teams up with 
a runaway slave girl named Annamae looking for freedom. Together they disguise themselves as boys, Sammy and Andy, and head west on 
the Oregon Trail, hoping for better lives. “Emotionally resonant and not without humor, this impressive debut … will keep readers on the very 
edge of their seats” (KIRK).

NOTES:

VENGEANCE ROAD BY ERIN BOWMAN IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
When 18-year-old Kate Thompson's father is killed by outlaws in 1877, she disguises herself as a boy and sets out to find the killers and get 
revenge. Kate shoots to kill anyone who gets in her way-good or bad. Although her heart is hardened, she finds herself falling for Jesse, one 
of two brothers she is traveling with through the Appalachian Mountains. With plot twists galore, Kate takes readers on a journey through 
the Wild West that is fueled by her raw need for retribution. “Kate's pursuit of the murderous Rose Riders, intertwined with gold-rush greed 
driving men to madness, makes for a thoroughly engrossing read” (PW).

NOTES:

WALK ON EARTH A STRANGER BY RAE CARSON IL 7-12 PUB DATE 2015
Leah Westfall has a unique and dangerous ability—she can sense gold. After her parents are murdered and she learns that her uncle doesn't 
have her best interests at heart, Leah heads west at the height of the gold rush. As she becomes friendly with her wagon mates and her 
relationship with her best friend Jefferson blossoms into romance, Leah finds herself on a dangerous journey where her gift could be her 
curse. “It's a book that illuminates an important segment of American history as effectively as some textbooks, sustaining YA interest through 
adventure, fantasy, and romance” (BL).

NOTES:

NONFICTION
IN THE FIELDS & THE TRENCHES: THE FAMOUS & THE FORGOTTEN... BY KERRIE LOGAN HOLLIHAN  PUB DATE 2016
Shares the stories of eighteen individuals who saw the battles of World War I first hand. Some of the stories featured are from famous figures 
from the twentieth century such as Theodore Roosevelt's children, scientist Irene Curie, and authors J.R.R. Tolkien and Earnest Hemingway. 
Includes a map, timeline, and photographs.

NOTES:
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MY LIFE ON THE ROAD BY GLORIA STEINEM  PUB DATE 2015
Gloria Steinem writes about her life as an activist, writer, feminist, and leader including her travels around the world and how those travels 
shaped her life and her beliefs.

NOTES:

SYMPHONY FOR THE CITY OF THE DEAD: DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH... BY M. T. ANDERSON IL 9-12 PUB DATE 2015
During Hitler's three-year siege of Leningrad beginning in 1941, over one million of the city's citizens perished from violence and starvation. 
People resorted to burning their furniture and even their floorboards to keep warm during the brutal winters, unable to seek refuge outside 
their formerly thriving metropolis that had become a city of the dead. Award-winning author Anderson chronicles not only the horrors 
experienced by the citizens of Leningrad, but the compelling symphony to which the tragedy gave birth. Famed composer Dmitri Shostakovich 
began composing the Leningrad symphony during the bombardment and finished it in Moscow. The symphony was then performed 
triumphantly in Leningrad while the siege still raged, a homage to the countless lives lost and destroyed. “A triumphant story of bravery and 
defiance that will shock and inspire” (KIRK).

NOTES:
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