
 

Lee’s Summit  
Missouri Association of School Librarians  Spotlight on a Library 

Meet the 

Librarians 

Michael Russell 
 

Nathan Miller About. 
The MASL Spotlight continues 
by shining the light on three librarians  in Lee’s 

Summit who use their passions for learning and 

literature to help even the most reluctant of readers 

find new and lasting value in their school libraries.   
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Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

Library Programming 
Taking learning beyond the 

pages 

Expanding library programming beyond 

the scope of reading incentives and book 

clubs can engage students with reading in 

a whole new way. Russell and Hume 

integrate many “off-the-beaten-path” 

programs into their yearly library schedule! 

Donning white chef coats, Russell and 

Hume host cooking demonstrations to 

promote the library’s cookbook collection. 

The duo also has built a life-size version of 

R2-D2 during the high school’s Teen Read 

Weeks. 

Lee’s Summit High School North 

Librarians Michael Russell and Bill Hume 

understand that not every high school student 

becomes excited when talking about the 

library, but that fact does not perturb them; it 

motivates them. At Lee’s Summit North High 

School, Russell and Hume are transforming the 

views of even the most reluctant readers. 

“Perhaps the thing I'm most proud of is the 

number of guys who started out high school 

telling me they hated to read and would 

never read another book,” begins Russell. 

“Then after four years of casually talking about 

books with them, they left high school with a 

list of favorite books, many of them asking if 

they could come back to check out more 

books after they graduated.” Hume echoes 

the fact that 

student see their 

library as not 

only a necessity, 

but a vibrant 

and integral 

part of their 

day. Before 

classes even 

begin, Hume 

estimates that 

between 175 

and 200 

students visit 

the library 

daily. Hume and 

Russell recognize that libraries’ functionality 

and purpose are changing rapidly, and they 

have made it a priority to remain relevant. “I 

think our positive image in the students’ and 

staff's eyes is the thing I am most satisfied 

with,” Hume remarks. “Our collection is 

changing to meet the needs and desires of 

our patrons.  We keep adapting our physical 

space to try to better serve our students and 

staff and because of this, we have not 

become marginalized.” 

Librarians Michael Russell and Bill Hume of Lee’s 

Summit North High School joined by their clerk, 

Amanda Scharrer 
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Helping students find the love for 

reading within themselves 

 

“Perhaps the thing I'm 

most proud of is the 

number of guys who 

started out high school 

telling me they hated 

to read. Then after four 

years … they left high 

school with a list of 

favorite books.” 
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Nearly one year ago, BCMS 

created the Campbell 

Review: an online publication 

featuring student work. The 

Campbell Review plays host 

to all kinds of students’ 

creations, from book review 

to poetry 

to short 

stories 

and 

more. 

Although 

the website is just 

getting started, the Library is 

building its presence rapidly. 

Thanks to donations from 

business partners, students 

are able to submit their work 

to contests and win prizes 

and recognition for their 

creativity.  “We wanted to 

give students an opportunity 

to share,” Miller explains. “We 

wanted them to have an 

authentic audience. We 

wanted to encourage 

creation over consumption.” 

To view the online 

publication, just follow this 

link: 
http://lmc.lsr7.org/campbellreview/ 

  

The Hour of Code 
Like many libraries, BCMS has been experimenting with 

a MakerSpace: a creative space open to all students 

filled with tools ranging from scissors and glue to iPads 

and cameras. While the MakerSpace is usually bustling 

with dozens of students, last December the space was 

used to introduce students and families to the world of 

computer programming. Over 90 people were present 

at the weekend Hour of Code event. Volunteers from 

Summit Technology Academy helped students work 

through interactive coding exercises, encouraging their 

creativity and explaining the wide job opportunities 

that the field offers. “We were proud of that [event],” 

Miller reflected. “We are currently trying to have high 

school students from our Summit Technology Academy 

come one hour a week to mentor ours students.” 

 

Nathan Miller, librarian at Bernard Campbell 

Middle School in Lee’s Summit, believes in giving 

students the space to explore their own talents 

and ideas. Miller accomplishes this in his library 

through interactive programming that puts the 

students in control.   

Bernard Campbell Middle School: 

Engaging students through 
hands-on learning 
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The Campbell 
Review 

“…creation  

over 

consumption…” 
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1. Red Sky at Morning by Richard 

Bradford: This is my favorite 

coming-of-age book.  It is funny 

and sad all at once.  

2. The Nick Adams Stories by 

Hemingway: I love short stories; I 

wish they were still popular. I think 

they are a great way to draw in 

reluctant readers.  

3. A Death in the Family by James 

Agee: This is a slow novel, but the 

writing is beautiful.  Read the 

small intro section of the novel 

aloud. 

4. Shift by Jennifer Bradbury: This is 

another coming-of-age book.  It 

was a Gateway novel a few 

years ago.  I like it because of the 

personal connection. My best 

friend and I drove west after high 

school, and he wound up staying 

in Montana.  

5. The Wordy Shipmates by Sarah 

Vowell: I used to teach American 

Literature, and I loved to read 

from this book. Vowell is a smart 

and humorous writer.  Few can 

make the Puritans seem human 

and funny.  
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From the Librarians’ Desk 
My Top Five Favorite Books 

 
 Michael Russell 
 

Bill Hume Nathan Miller 

 

It's impossible for any 

librarian to list an all-

time top 5! Ask me ten 

times and you'll 

probably get 45 

different books. But 

today's answer for my 

top five is: 

1. To Kill a Mockingbird 

2. Lord of the Flies  

 
(both from my long ago 

English teaching days) 

plus recent favorites  

3. The Goldfinch by 

Donna Tart 

4. Rot & Ruin by 

Jonathan Maberry 

5. Winger by Andrew 

Smith.  

 

 

It would be impossible to 

identify my five favorite 

books. In some ways, 

whatever book I am 

reading at the time often 

becomes my favorite. You 

could ask me that question 

twenty different times and I 

would probably give 

twenty different answers, 

but some books that have 

had a lasting impact on me 

are: 

1. Cosmos by Carl Sagan 

2. Zen and the Art of 

Motorcycle Maintenance 

by Robert Pirsig 

3. Jude the Obscure by 

Thomas Hardy 

4. The Road by Cormac 

McCarthy 

5. A Walk in the Woods by 

Bill Bryson 

 


